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I helped orchestrate Ms. O’Connell’s
confirmation today when I am also re-
leasing a white paper from my role as
lead Republican on the Senate HELP
Committee about the role of the ASPR.
We have learned from two responses
under two different administrations—
Ebola under Obama and COVID under
Trump—that despite Congress’s bipar-
tisan intent that the ASPR be in
charge in an emergency, that hasn’t
worked quite the way we envisioned.
So I have a series of recommendations
to bolster the role of the ASPR and
bring greater clarity to our govern-
ment’s response for future emer-
gencies. The ASPR needs to have
strong, effective leadership and play a
key role in coordinating the Federal
Government response. The ASPR needs
to have the authority and resources to
strengthen public-private partnerships
in our medical countermeasures, med-
ical supply chain, and healthcare sys-
tem. And the ASPR needs to leverage
innovation to expand our preparedness
infrastructure. Senator MURRAY, the
chair of our HELP Committee, and I
are working together on bipartisan leg-
islation to address the response to the
pandemic, and these recommendations
will see their way into that legislation
this fall.

————
MASK MANDATE

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, if you have
flown in the past year, you have heard
the announcement at the beginning of
every flight that says Federal law re-
quires that passengers wear a mask.
Well, the last I checked, we have a con-
stitutional system, and Congress
makes laws. Something is not required
by Federal law unless Congress passes
such a law and the President signs it.
That is the only way something be-
comes a federal law in this country.

We are coming through a pandemic,
and we can see the light at the end of
the tunnel. Over 150 million people in
the United States are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19. Any American adult
who wants to be vaccinated against
COVID-19 can get vaccinated at this
point, and the science should drive our
decisions on how to open up. That is
why today I introduced a resolution to
encourage the CDC to review and up-
date its guidance on wearing masks in
confined spaces to clarify that people
who are fully vaccinated against
COVID-19 no longer need to wear a
mask on public transportation in the
United States, including at airports, on
commercial flights, and on buses and
rail systems, and for the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to up-
date its travel guidance to track with
the latest science. I was joined in this
effort by Senators COLLINS, LUMMIS,
WICKER, MORAN and BLACKBURN, and I
appreciate their support.

The CDC has been quite clear that
masks are not needed for people who
are fully vaccinated. Science matters,
and vaccines work. The mandate to
wear masks on planes and on other
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modes of transportation—when they
are no longer required in many busi-
nesses and restaurants for vaccinated
people—is hurting the aviation indus-
try.

If the objective is to encourage peo-
ple to be vaccinated, one way to do
that is for there to be a real difference
in what you can do after being vac-
cinated. Repealing this requirement to
wear masks on airplanes, at airports,
and on public transportation would in-
crease demand, increase travel, and
would tie the policy to science. It is a
commonsense step to take, and I hope
more of my Senate colleagues will join
us in encouraging the CDC to follow
the science.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DAN HENDRIX

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Dan Hendrix, who is
retiring as president and chief execu-
tive officer of the World Trade Center
Arkansas and associate vice chancellor
of the Division of Economic Develop-
ment at the University of Arkansas
after a remarkable career dedicated to
economic growth in the Natural State.

Dan is a proud Arkansan who has
spent his life demonstrating his com-
mitment to the State and developing
opportunities to help businesses grow
and flourish. He learned the tools that
helped him succeed at the University of
Arkansas and Arkansas State Univer-
sity, where he earned a bachelor of
science in business administration with
minors in marketing and management.

He started his career at ABF Freight
System, where he established the sub-
sidiary Container Carrier Corporation
to transport ocean containers to and
from major ports in the United States
and throughout the world. Under his
guidance, the company expanded im-
port and export operations to U.S.
ports of entry, and he served in several
leadership positions within the com-
pany. He brought his skills to an OKkla-
homa Transportation Company in 1998.

In 2001, Dan joined the University of
Arkansas and established the Office of
Corporate and Foundation Relations,
where, among other successes, he led
efforts to raise more than $1 billion for
the university as part of the institu-
tion’s Campaign for the Twenty-First
Century.

As president and CEO of World Trade
Center Arkansas, Dan has used his tal-
ent and experience to help connect
businesses in the State with inter-
national partners since its creation in
2007. His efforts have resulted in sig-
nificantly increased exports of Arkan-
sas goods and job growth. Today, busi-
nesses from all over Arkansas export
products to nearly 200 countries and
support 350,000 jobs in the State.

During Dan’s tenure as leader of the
World Trade Center Arkansas, he has
also educated university students in
global commerce through the center’s
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student intern program. The center has
hosted dignitaries from more than 50
countries and enhanced diplomatic re-
lations between the State of Arkansas
and the United States with a variety of
nations and economic partners.

I applaud Dan for his outstanding
leadership and accomplished career. He
has led a life of service and deserves
our thanks for his military service and
vision for expanding Arkansas’s foot-
print around the globe. Dan is leaving
a lasting legacy that will benefit future
generations of Arkansans. I have been
honored to work with him, and I appre-
ciate his friendship. I know his wife
Marilyn, children and grandchildren,
who are very proud of him, are looking
forward to spending more time to-
gether. I wish him the best on his re-
tirement.e

———

TRIBUTE TO DAN SEWELL

e Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the career and serv-
ice of a proud Ohioan, Dan Sewell, who
will retire at the end of June, bringing
an end to his 44-year career in jour-
nalism.

Dan spent 39 of those years with the
Associated Press, serving Americans,
both by bringing them the news and by
telling their stories—in  Buffalo,
Miami, San Juan, Atlanta, and Chi-
cago, where he has worked as a writer,
editor, assistant bureau chief, and
most recently in our home State, in
Cincinnati, OH.

A native of Middletown, OH, Dan
graduated from Edgewood High School.
He got his start in journalism as a stu-
dent journalist at Ohio University’s
student newspaper, The Post. That is
where Dan and I first met, when he
interviewed me as the youngest mem-
ber of the Ohio State Legislature.

Journalists like Dan play a vital role
in our democracy—they ask tough
questions, they challenge special inter-
ests and uncover corruption, and they
connect Americans with their commu-
nities and with the world. Whether it
was the Grenada Invasion in 1983, Hur-
ricane Andrew in 1992, Hurricane
Katrina in 2005, or the mass shooting in
Dayton’s Oregon District in 2019, Dan
has done vital work on the frontlines,
covering stories that matter to people.

Not only has he made a difference
through his writing, Dan also teaches
as a part-time instructor of journalism
at Miami University in Oxford, OH,
helping mentor the next generation of
journalists.

Dan is a devoted husband to Vickii,
father of five, and grandfather of nine,
and plans to spend time with them dur-
ing retirement. And he will have more
time to partake in his favorite hobby—
attending Cincinnati Reds’ games.

On behalf of grateful readers in Ohio
and around the country, I thank Dan
Sewell for nearly four decades of serv-
ice in journalism, doing work that is
important to the fabric of our commu-
nities and our country.e
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